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Tazewell Co. Fiddlers’ Convention   276-988-6755 or 

Welcomes All      cwhitted@craborchardmuseum.com 

Tazewell, VA—The 16th Annual Tazewell County Old Time & Bluegrass Fiddlers’ Convention is 
set to welcome musicians and music lovers July 13th-14that Crab Orchard Museum in Tazewell, 
VA. “We welcome the musicians that want to play here, the spectators that love to watch the 
pickers, and the dancers that can’t hold still when they hear that mountain music,” says 
Charlotte Whitted, Executive Director of Crab Orchard Museum and event coordinator.  “With 
our 1800’s cabin porches and shady creek, there are plenty of spots for pickers and a beautiful 
open green space at the stage.” 

On Friday, July 13th at 4:00 p.m. Master Workshops will be held with renowned fiddler Mark 
Campbell and revered old time banjo player Ron Mullennex for musicians ready to learn the 
nuances of their instrument and secrets of performing live, followed by an exclusive Master 
performance by Campbell and Mullennex.  Pre-registration is required for the workshops. From 
6:00 to 7:00 p.m. the main stage features youth performers, Dale Elswick’s Youth All Stars on 
the cabin porch of the Daniel-Murray Homestead (Horsepen). “Passing the music down to 
young people is a vital part of our mission with this event.  Developing young talent and giving 
them stage experience gives them confidence to jam with others and pick up tunes from others 
organically.” 

From 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. the Allegheny Rangers led by Ron Mullennex and Mark Campbell will 
play as Museum Education Director Joan Yates calls a “Dance on the Green.”  “We will lead 
several dances, including the Virginia Reel, the Gallopede, the Patty Cake Polka, Oh Susannah, 
waltzes, and more.  Museum volunteers and staff will be on hand to help teach newcomers the 
steps.”  Spectators are encouraged to attend with camp chairs to set out on the lawn and 
participate in the cake and pie walks, too. After the dance, spectators will be entertained by 
The Allegheny Rangers. 

Saturday, July 14th’s competitions start at 10:00 a.m. with Youth, Folk Song, Individual 
Instruments (Guitar, Mandolin, Dobro, Harmonica, Dulcimer, Bass, & Autoharp), Fiddle & Banjo 
Duet, Old Time Banjo, Bluegrass Banjo, Old Time Fiddle & Bluegrass Fiddle.  Plenty of food will 
be available on site, with Timbo’s Concessions and Schlabach’s Amish Ice Cream. 

 At 6:30 p.m. the Lifetime Achievement Awards will be presented, followed by a full stage of 
past and current honorees singing “Will the Circle Be Unbroken.”  “We are thrilled to honor 
event co-founder and Crooked Road Heritage Music Trail Program Director Jonathan Romeo 
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this year,” continues Whitted.  “Our posthumous awardee is Jim Farthing, a noteworthy fiddler 
from the Falls Mills, VA area and preserver of tunes from the British Isles.  The Lifetime 
Achievement Awards are a poignant and impactful part of our event.” 

Saturday night Band competition is 7:00 – 11:00 p.m., sponsored by Hurst-Scott Funeral Homes 
of Richlands & Tazewell, with alternating sets of Old Time & Bluegrass.  The dance competition 
follows while the final results are tallied.  Awards will be announced following the dance 
competition.  Over $5000 in cash and prizes will be awarded, and one talented competitor will 
be recognized as Best All-Around Performer.  

The admission gate is open for campers at 12:00 noon on Friday, July 13th and on-site camping 
is encouraged.  “We are hoping folks will come to camp in the field next to the museum 
surrounding the Frog Level Service Station.”  Camping is first-come, first served, with no 
dumping stations on-site and no hook-ups.  Self-contained RVs welcome.  Primitive camping 
spaces are free, RV spaces $20/night.  Campers may set up in the field after 12:00 noon and 
settle up at the admission gate. Admission gate for attendees and competitors opens at 3:30. 

Weekend passes for $12 or single day passes for $7 are available at the gate or in advance on 
the museum’s website, www.craborchardmuseum.com.  Kids 12 and under are admitted free 
with an accompanying adult.  Competitors receive an event tee-shirt after competing.  Food is 
sold separately.  Preregistration for Master Workshops is available through the website or by 
phone.  Attendees are encouraged to drop passengers, tents, camp chairs, and heavy 
instruments to the admission tent at the front gate, then park across the road and walk over. 
Only handicapped attendees may park near the museum center. No parking is allowed within 
the Pioneer Park. 

Admission to the museum is included in Fiddlers’ Convention admission.  The Tazewell County 
Old Time & Bluegrass Fiddlers’ Convention is an Affiliated Partner of The Crooked Road Heritage 
Music Trail.  The event is made possible by several sponsors, including Platinum media partners 
WVVA and Kicks Country Radio.  For more information, go to craborchardmuseum.com to 
download the full brochure or call the museum at 276-988-6755. 

Tazewell County Fiddlers Convention Schedule of Events 2018 

Friday, July 13th Gates open at 12:00 noon for campers 

4:00 Old Time Banjo Workshop by Ron Mullennex 

 Old Time Fiddle Workshop by Mark Campbell 

5:00 Banjo and Fiddle Workshop by Ron Mullennex & Mark Campbell 

6:00 Masters Duet Performance by Ron Mullennex & Mark Campbell 



6:30 Youth Performances by Dale Elswick’s All Stars 

7:00 Old Fashioned Dance on the Green with caller Joan Yates and the Allegheny Rangers 

8:00 Performance by the Allegheny Rangers 

Sat., July 14th 

10:00 Youth Competition 

10:30 Folk Song Competition 

11:00 Individual Instrument Competition (in this order) 

 Guitar, Mandolin, Dobro, Harmonica, Dulcimer, Bass & Autoharp 

2:00 Fiddler & Banjo Duet Competition 

3:00 Banjo Competition (Old Time & Bluegrass) 

4:00 Fiddle Competition (Old Time & Bluegrass) 

6:30 Lifetime Achievement Awards 

7:00 Old Time Band Competition 

8:00 Bluegrass Band Competition 

9:00 Old Time Band Competition 

10:00 Bluegrass Band Competition 

 Dance Competition (Men, Women, Children) 

11:00 Awards Ceremony 

### 


