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Frontier Christmas Set For Crab Orchard Museum 
 
Tazewell, VA—Welcome the winter season like a pioneer at Frontier Christmas at Crab Orchard Museum 

in Tazewell, VA, on Friday, December 7th from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.   Always held the first Friday in 

December, Frontier Christmas showcases holiday traditions from the 1800s, including bonfires, caroling, 

storytelling, live music, hot cider and homemade cookies.  “Frontier Christmas opens the holiday season 

for many families, a tradition that reinforces the importance of community,” says Charlotte Whitted, 

Executive Director.  The museum welcomes visitors to begin the holiday season the old-fashioned way, 

with free admission throughout the evening, thanks to Mulco Insurance. 

 

The fire-lit evening highlights the festively decorated Museum Center, the 1800’s Pioneer Park cabins, and 

the Frog Level Service Station.  Restoration of the museum after last January’s tragic flooding will be 

complete, with new hardwood floor in the open lobby and a completely renovated museum shop. “The 

museum has come back like a phoenix rising from the ashes, and we can’t wait to welcome visitors back to 

see the progress.” In the spirit of giving, the museum asks visitors to bring a can of food for A Child Shall 

Lead Them Food Pantry, dropping their donations at the truck at the entrance walkway. 

 

Volunteers and museum supporters donate over 110 dozen home baked cookies, to make sure there are 

plenty for everyone.  Hot apple cider warms the body and spirit as visitors stroll through the Pioneer Park.  

“With bonfires, wax candles, freshly baked cookies, fresh greenery, and apple cider, we offer visitors all 

the delightful sights, joyful sounds, nostalgic scents, and delicious flavors of the holiday.” 

 



Frontier Christmas offers a chance to see the In Exquisite Detail exhibit of Pete Ballard’s fashion dolls, 

shop for unique Christmas presents in the Gift Shop, roll beeswax candles, hear songs of the season by a 

cabin fire and tell Santa a secret Christmas wish too.  Visitors may wander around the museum and Pioneer 

Park following the luminaries at their own pace, lingering in a cabin or moving along as they wish, and stay 

as little or as long as they like during the event. 

The museum Gift Shop is combining the annual sale and Frontier Christmas to offer special discounts over 

four days, beginning at 9:00 a.m. Tues. Dec. 4th and ending at 9:00 p.m. Sat. Dec. 8th. “Museum members 

get 30% off all non-consignment items and non-members get 20% off.  Consider joining the museum 

before you shop to get the best savings.  We will offer 10% of consignment items too, so it’s a great time to 

buy local music and handcrafts.” 

 

The Frog Level Service Station will be open to visitors, decorated in its holiday finery. Stop in for an old-

fashioned glass-bottled soda pop at the counter and let the kids pop the cap with a bottle opener.  

 

Frontier Christmas activities, demonstrations and entertainment scheduled include: 

Daniel-Murray Homestead: Singing by the Johnson Family (6:00-7:30) 

Singing by the Mallory Family (7:30-9:00) 

Blacksmith Shop:   Blacksmithing by Danny Stowers 

Peery Cabin:   Storytelling by Anne Dumper 

Farmhouse:   Visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus (bring your own camera for photos) 

Farmhouse Kitchen:  Hot Cider and Homemade Cookies 

Doc Witten Cabin:  Old Time Music by Ron Mullennex (6:00-7:00) 

 WWI Christmas Story by Rod Cury (7:00 – 7:30) 

Caroling Sing-along with Charlotte Whitted (7:30-9:00) 

Red Barn:   Richard Cole & Friends (6:00 – 7:30) 



Golden Age Grass (7:30 – 9:00) 

Beeswax Candlemaking ($1.00 materials fee)  

Museum Center: Costumed interpreters in the exhibit gallery 

Dulcimer and Harp Music by Wilma Hatcher in the Welcome Area 

Gift Shop Sale 

Membership Drive 

Frog Level Service Station  Open House and Old Fashioned Soda Pop ($1 for soda) 

 

Museum membership will be offered with a 10% discount off any level of membership for new members 

joining between 6 and 9 p.m.  “Joining the membership is like joining the museum’s family,” says Whitted.  

Members that join at the Family level or above enjoy the “Triple 15” benefits: 15% off in the Gift Shop, 

15% off renting the Cottage at Crab Orchard and 15% off dining at Fisher & Company Restaurant.  

Members also access deeper discounts year-round on programs like after-school classes and Pioneer 

Apprentice Camp. But most importantly, membership is a way to show support for the museum.  “Many 

who enjoy and care about the museum have never joined the membership because they’ve never been 

asked.  We are asking now.” 

 

Members and donors matter more than ever, especially since the museum was flooded last January with 

burst water pipes after a severe freeze.  “The museum relies on annual gifts, memberships and donations to 

sustain artifact preservation and education programs.  Revenues from paying visitors provide just a fraction 

of what’s needed to keep the lights on, admission affordable, and the doors open to all. Only generous 

annual community support keeps the organization going, allowing us to offer programs like Frontier 

Christmas without charge.” 

 



Parking is free and available in the museum parking lot, the Park & Ride lot and the field surrounding the 

Frog Level Service Station.  For more information on Frontier Christmas or other museum programs, 

please contact the museum at 276-988-6755 or info@craborchardmuseum.com. 
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