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Ballard Dolls Reunited at Crab Orchard Museum 
Tazewell, VA—“Individually, they are interesting, but collectively, they are striking,” says 
Charlotte G. Whitted, Executive Director of Crab Orchard Museum in Tazewell, VA, which has 
opened an exhibition featuring 39 of renowned educator, fabric conservator, and costume historian, 
Arthur J. “Pete” Ballard’s fashion dolls.  The exhibition, entitled “In Exquisite Detail,” not only 
showcases the craftsmanship and talent of Pete Ballard, but also accurately depicts noteworthy 
historical details that comment on American lifestyles, activities, preferences, materials, and 
trends from 1760 to 1930. 

A native of Welch, West Virginia, Ballard spent more than three years creating the 40 inch tall, 
papier mache figures by hand.  Artist Armande de Navarre painted each face with its own 
unique expression.   

A focus on accuracy and authenticity led Ballard to take many designs directly from the pages of 
Godey’s Lady’s magazine, which showcased the latest fashions of the 19th century.  Many of 
the dolls are clothed in authentic materials from the time periods they represent.   Ballard’s 
collection of material and accessories grew from his own clothing restoration work, and as 
friends and colleagues donated vintage clothing for his projects.  Each figure is clothed entirely 
in period appropriate clothing, from the undergarments to the outerwear.  The laces and hooks, 
corsets with wooden slats, buttons and buckles, all would have been found on the full size 
fashions of the day.  No detail is overlooked or deemed insignificant.  Each ruffle and tuck is 
accurate.  Ballard’s eye for detail is evident in each stitch and embellishment. 

Ballard donated the dolls to Crab Orchard Museum’s permanent collection in the early 1980’s.  
He wanted to help museums learn how to preserve their costume and textile collections.  
Ballard said, “My roots are in Tazewell. The Brewsters, Daniels, Howards, Wittens, Gillespies, 
Greevers, Harrisons, Cecils, Thompsons, and Harmans are my roots.  People must learn to 
contribute to museums in whatever way they can, and this is my contribution.” 

Pete Ballard’s fashion dolls have not been exhibited in their entirety in many years, but they 
have remarkable impact when viewed together.  This exhibition is designed to showcase the 
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fashions that would have been worn at certain times of day or for specific purposes, beginning 
with dressing in the morning and progressing through the day. 

“In Exquisite Detail” will remain on display through the winter.  The exhibition is included with 
regular admission, which is $5 for adults, $3 for children ages 7-12.  Children 6 and under are 
free with an adult admission.  Museum members enjoy free admission.  A free audio tour is 
available at check-in for the permanent gallery as well. 

Crab Orchard Museum is open Tuesday-Saturday, 9-5 during the winter. For more information, 
go to www.craborchardmuseum.com or call 276-988-6755. 
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